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Research Core Evaluation: Roadway Safety

Throughout the GPCAH region, roadway crashes continue to be an important cause of severe traumatic
injuries to farmers as well as other roadway users. Preventing farm equipment crashes has been a long-
term research priority for GPCAH to achieve our mission of injury reduction. The main objective during
the current grant cycle is to develop a “We’re on This Road Together” Toolkit and training module. The
train-the-trainer approach will be used to disseminate the campaign to Extension Educators who would
then implement the toolkit into their communities directly.
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Evidence of research output adoption includes:

e Training: The project cross-trained multiple individuals in public health techniques. PhD students in
Civil Engineering devised algorithms and approaches to analyze SaferTrek data. MS students assisted
in the analysis of survey question responses and manuscript preparation. Undergraduate students
worked on video review and annotation.

e Partnerships and Presentations: Strengthened collaboration between lowa State University and
University of lowa. Information was shared with lowa Department of Transportation.

e Education and Outreach: Study findings were incorporated into GPCAH Core Course curriculum for
agricultural safety and health professionals. In addition, GPCAH representatives continued to share
information on farm vehicle lighting and marking and farm shows. The Roadway Safety webpage
became one of the most visited pages on the GPCAH website. Tools developed in this study led to
development of a process for analyzing naturalistic data on vehicle exposure and driving behaviors
using the SaferTrek device, developed with funding from this project; this tool has been adapted for

use in other studies, including one examining bike safety and injury prevention, subsequently funded
by the CDC.
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