
CONFINED SPACES
Ag Health 101



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Chapter

From pictures of manure storage, grain bins, or silo structures, discuss how entry and
exits would limit our ability to rescue someone who is inside these confined spaces.

Chapter 1. Introduction to Confined Spaces

Discuss whether/where you have seen any confined space entry signs (on the farm or
elsewhere). Review the graphics in this chapter to discuss the wording differences on signs
shown and discuss what wording is most clear.

Chapter 2. Confined Space Safety: Best Practices

Search the internet for a recent news story about grain bin engulfment (include the current
year in your search). Discuss with a group what happened and identify similarities and
differences in outcomes.

Chapter 3. Grain Bin Engulfment

Think about how you would ask questions to assess someone's risk of grain engulfment on the
farm. What questions would you ask to understand whether you need to probe more deeply
into the need for a confined space program on a farm to address grain bin hazards?

Chapter 4. Grain Bin Engulfment Prevention

What questions would you ask a farmworker about what resources are available to them to
respond if someone became trapped in grain on their job? Think about equipment needed on
site and what information they need to know if the local emergency responders have to rescue
someone who is trapped in grain. 

Chapter 5. Grain Bin Rescue Tools

Search the internet for a recent news story about manure pit entry fatality in the last 12 months.
Discuss with a group what happened and identify similarities and differences in outcomes. 

Chapter 6. Manure Storage Hazards



A space that is not
"designed" for people to
be in it.

The space is large
enough for someone to
enter and do a specific
job, but it is NOT
designed to be a work
area.

The space has a limited
or restricted way of
getting into and out of it
(often referred to as
"restricted means for
entry and exit).

Grain Bins

Hazards to Consider
Is there a potential for the atmosphere to be
hazardous?
Does the space contain material that has the
potential to engulf the person that goes in?
Do the walls slope inward or the floors slope
downward in a way that could trap the
person that goes in?
Are there any other safety or health hazards
inside the space that could injure someone,
such as unguarded machinery, exposed
wires, or unprotected drains?

When Entering a Confined Space

Introduction to Confined Spaces

Definition of a
Confined Space

Manure Storage Tanks

Silos
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https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA3939.pdf
https://www.kcsupply.com/safety-equipment/entrapment-rescue/
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