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New Findings Raise Concern: Dementia Increases Farm Injury Severity
by Kanika Arora, PhD, GPCAH Evaluation Director and Jenn Patterson, MLitt, GPCAH Center Coordinator

A new national study is drawing attention to an important 
and growing safety concern in agriculture: older farmers 
living with dementia or memory loss face  a higher risk of 
serious injury when incidents occur on the farm.

Researchers analyzed injury data from more than 700 
trauma centers across the U.S., focusing on adults age 
60 and older. The study found that farm-related injuries 
among individuals with dementia are more likely to result 
in severe outcomes, including a greater need for surgery 
and intensive care.

As farmers age, changes in memory, judgment, and 
decision-making can increase risks, especially when 
working around heavy equipment, livestock, and moving 
vehicles. Many producers continue working well into their 70s and beyond, even as cognitive decline becomes 
more common. This research shows that when dementia and farming intersect, safety risks increase significantly.

Key findings include:
•	 Older farmers with dementia injured on farms were more 

likely to experience severe injuries compared to those injured 
in non-farm settings.

•	 Farm injuries involved a wide range of hazards, including   
machinery, vehicles, and environmental conditions, rather 
than primarily falls.

•	 Injury severity among farmers with dementia was similar to 
farmers without dementia, underscoring the inherent risks of 
the farm environment.

“These findings reinforce what many farm families already know,” 
said Dr. Kanika Arora, principal investigator and assistant 
professor at the University of Iowa College of Public Health. 
“Cognitive changes can make everyday farm tasks more dangerous, 
especially around equipment and uneven terrain.”

https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/
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The Great Plains Center for Agricultural Health is chugging along in year 4 of our 
current project cycle, with assurances that our federal funding will be available for 
the final year (year 5) of this cycle. We look forward to rounding out our research 
and fieldwork to improve roadway safety, air quality inside livestock buildings, our 
understanding of how to reduce whole-body vibration in farm vehicles, and efforts 
to improve safety when farm families are caring for someone with dementia.

We also have many new materials available through the Outreach team. In addition 
to the FarmSafe Podcast and Safety Watch articles in the press, we are also well 
into our new season of Ag Health Academy. We started the year by helping explain 
machine safety using agricultural equipment common to our region, followed by
two months focused on how to select PPE to protect against pesticide exposures. In June, we will 
switch topics to address respirators. We have identified a knowledge gap in guiding farmers on how to 
select an appropriate respirator for a given task. Therefore, our June and July Academy sessions will 
walk through the respirator selection process using regionally relevant agricultural exposures.

In August, we will conclude our Academy year with an update on gas monitor use in agriculture, 
including demonstrations of use, storage, and calibration via Zoom. If you have completed any Ag 
Health and Safety Core Course (40 hours) or both Ag Health 101 and Intermediate Ag Health, feel free
to sign up for these remaining classes to get started in the Academy. We will continue offering 
additional courses after a short break.

Our Center also thanks the farmers who have completed our Needs Assessment survey, through which 
we identified the top concerns and stressors affecting farmers. We will provide feedback at events 
this summer where the surveys were collected (Minnesota FarmFest and the Farm Progress Show) so 
please stop by the GPCAH booth to meet Marsha Cheyney and the team. Marsha has also wrapped up 
data collection for our Extension survey, and we will highlight the key findings from both surveys in this 
newsletter.

To wrap up this quarter’s Director’s Message, I want to let you know that it will be my last. I am
fortunate to be heading into retirement and am happy to pass the baton to Nate Fethke, our new
Center Director. Nate began with GPCAH at the same time as I did, back in 2011. Many of you are 
familiar with his work on musculoskeletal disorders, including a landmark study on shoulder and back 
pain among farmers in our region.                                                                                                                    

Renée Anthony PhD, 
CIH, CSP

http://www.facebook.com/GPCAH
mailto:kay-mohling@uiowa.edu
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/farmsafe/
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/safety-watch/
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/ag-academy-home/


MRASH Returns to Amana November 11-13, 2026
by Gayle Olson, MS, CHES, I-CASH Assistant to the Director

The 2026 Midwest Rural Agricultural Safety and Health (MRASH) 
Conference program is shaping up and you are going to want to be 
part of it! 

The conference begins on Wednesday afternoon, November 11 with a pre-conference workshop sponsored by 
the Great Plains Center for Agricultural Health. Carolyn Sheridan, RN, BSN, COHC, will lead the afternoon train-
the-trainer workshop on respirator fit testing. In addition, the planning committee is working on tours and 
activities at Amana attractions for conference attendees.

The main conference will begin on Thursday, November 12, with a keynote 
session centered around our theme Women in Agriculture: Cultivating Leaders, 
Strengthening Communities, Inspiring Action. The theme was chosen to celebrate 
the International Year of the Woman Farmer, designated by the United Nations. 
Women have long been the caretakers and monitors of health and safety in their 
families. We are thrilled that our keynote speaker will be Dr. Florence Becot, 
Nationwide Insurance Early Career Professor of Agricultural Safety and Health – 
Lead of the Agricultural Safety and Health Program, Pennsylvania State University. 
Dr. Becot is a former member of the MRASH Planning Team and has conducted a 
great deal of ground-breaking research looking at how complicated social needs 
such as health care, childcare or aging impact farm safety and farm business 
development. We will round out the keynote session with a panel representing a 
variety of perspectives. Attendees will be able to view posters and displays that 
reflect on how farming and women’s roles have changed in past generations. 
Additional afternoon general sessions will include our popular “speed dating” topics where people can select 
four topics and rotate through quick 20-minute sessions on each.

The poster reception will be held Thursday evening, November 12 with live music, cash bar, lots of interesting 
posters and displays, and ample opportunity for networking. An important part of the MRASH Conference is 
the information that attendees share in the form of posters, displays and concurrent sessions. 

Breakout sessions will be held on Friday morning, November 13, and the conference will end with an awards 
luncheon announcing the I-CASH Outstanding Youth Grant.

Dr. Florence Becot will be the 
2026 MRASH keynote speaker.

GPCAH Skills Workshop: November 11, 2026
This year’s workshop is a hands-on train-the-trainer event focusing on respirator fit 
testing. Carolyn Sheridan, RN, BSN, COHC, will lead the workshop taking place at the 
Hotel Millwright in Amana, Iowa. 

This workshop will be held during the afternoon of November 11, 2026, in conjunction with the 2026 Midwest
Rural Agricultural Safety and Health Conference, where safety and health researchers and professionals, health 
care providers, farmers, and rural advocates all commit to building a safer and healthier agriculture. 

For more information and to register, visit https://icash.public-health.uiowa.edu/2026-mrash-conference/

continued on page 7
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Join Iowa Department of Health and Human Services in Promoting Spring Planting 
Safety Across Iowa – New FREE Toolkit Available
by Jenn Patterson, MLitt, GPCAH Center Coordinator 

As spring planting ramps up across Iowa, the Iowa Department of Health and Human Services is reaching out 
to invite your organization to join a coordinated statewide effort to support farmers, rural communities and the 
public during one of the highest risk seasons of the year. 

They’ve developed a Spring Planting Safety Communication Toolkit designed to make participation easy, quick 
and impactful. The toolkit provides ready to use, Iowa specific social media messages and best practice guidance 
that partners can deploy immediately. All materials are free to use, adapt, and translate. 

Why this matters: 
Spring planting brings increased equipment movement, long work hours, variable weather and heavy time 
pressures. These conditions can contribute to a seasonal spike in roadway crashes, machinery incidents, 
chemical exposures and preventable injuries. By sharing consistent, evidence-based safety messages, we can 
help protect agricultural workers, families and all Iowans. 

What’s inside the toolkit:  
• Quick share messages tailored for farmers, the

public and healthcare providers
• Themes including roadway safety, visibility,

children and bystander safety, chemical/input
safety, emergency readiness, sun safety and
mental health

• Messaging best practices to ensure accuracy and
clarity

• Links to trusted, Iowa specific safety resources
• Unified hashtags (#AgSafeIowa, #IowaAg,

#FarmSafety) to help amplify the campaign
statewide

How you can help right now:  
• Start posting messages immediately—content is

built for quick copy/paste
• Integrate messages into your newsletters, social

media, websites or outreach channels
• Share the toolkit with your communication

teams and networks
• Join the conversation using #AgSafeIowa to connect your messaging with statewide efforts

Your voice can make a meaningful difference. Whether you reach farmers directly, communicate with rural 
communities, or interact with Iowa residents more broadly, your participation strengthens our collective impact. 

Thank you for helping promote a safe and successful planting season across Iowa. 
Contact elizabeth-ritchie@uiowa.edu to access the toolkit.

mailto:elizabeth-ritchie@uiowa.edu
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2026 I-CASH Agricultural Youth Grant Recipients
by Kim McMichael, BS, I-CASH Outreach Coordinator

Each year I-CASH provides funds for small grants to community 
youth groups for farm safety-related projects. This year 10 
projects were funded, and with additional funding from the CHS 
Foundation, each project will receive $800. I-CASH also awards 
an Outstanding Youth Grant Award and the winner is invited 
to the annual Midwest Rural Agricultural Safety and Health 
(MRASH) Conference to present their project. 

Bellevue FFA
This project aims to support local farmers by providing them 
with harvest safety kits. The resources to be included will be 
determined by feedback from agricultural workers in the area. 
These kits will be distributed directly to farmers during the busy 
harvest season by FFA youth. The biggest impact of the project is 
the personal delivery by youth, which strengthens community 
connections and shows farmers they are valued, and serves as a 
safety reminder in the field. 

Bremer County ISUEO 
This project focuses on slow-moving vehicle (SMV) safety, including an educational program that families can 
attend together. Resources will be provided by Iowa State University Extension and Outreach (ISUEO) and the 
Iowa Department of Transportation. Farm families will be provided with metal SMV signs and printed 
resources to strengthen their safety knowledge and the importance of visibility and signage. The most 
impactful aspect of this project is that the SMV signage will be provided to families at no cost. 

Creston FFA
This project addresses sun safety and how to spot potential safety hazards on the farm. FFA chapter 
members will work together to research this project, and will include materials from Iowa Farm Bureau and 
the Greater Regional Medical Center. An interactive farm safety display and scavenger hunt will be hosted at 
the Union County Fair during Kid’s Day. Participants will receive a sun hat, sunglasses, and sunscreen after 
the activity. The biggest impact of this project is the demonstration of safety practices at the county fair, an 
event that attracts agricultural community members.

Davis County ISUEO 
This project focuses on livestock safety, machinery safety, and emergency preparedness. Youth will research 
best safety practices and present farm safety activities at an educational program day. The biggest impact of 
the project will be an emergency preparedness card created for ag community members to keep in their 
vehicle. The card will include information on potential emergency scenarios, who to call, and farm locations. 

Guthrie County ISUEO
This project addresses a wide range of farm safety topics, including ATV, grain bin, power take-off, and live-
stock safety. Youth will create and present interactive demonstrations discussing common farm hazards. The 
goal of this project is to increase awareness of potential hazards and encourage youth to build the 
confidence to speak up and make safe decisions. The most impactful aspect is reinforcing that farms are 
workplaces and the demonstration of real-life scenarios that youth working in agriculture could encounter.

As part of their 2025 Ag Youth Grant project, the 
Lake 4-H Club in Muscatine County provided 
hearing protection at the county fair. 



I-CASH Youth Grants continued from page 5
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Hamilton County 4-H
This project aims to educate youth on farm biosecurity and hearing protection. Youth will engage in hands-
on activities to help them understand the importance of biosecurity during the “Little Farmer Day Camp.” 
Families will also have the opportunity to experience a hearing simulator that demonstrates what hearing 
damage can sound like. The biggest impact of this project is allowing the youth to practice real biosecurity 
measures and understand how each precaution protects the animals and those who care for them.

Liberty Clover Kids
This project focuses on farm equipment safety with a working exhibit at the Muscatine County Fair that will 
highlight the importance for both children and adults to maintain their own safety and the safety of others 
when they are near farm equipment. Youth will also hand out brochures on safety around heavy machinery 
and equipment, and the dangers of playing near farm equipment. The biggest impact of this project is the 
ability to give these demonstrations directly to families that are raising children in agricultural industries.

Lyon County ISUEO 
This project focuses on farm and home safety for preschool to second-grade youth in Lyon County. The 
event will involve teaching safe practices with tractors and equipment, animals, chemicals, and on rural 
roadways. Central Lyon FFA members will assist with delivering the program, and youth attending the event 
will receive take-home bags with resource materials and PPE. The biggest impact of the project is raising 
awareness about the safety risks at home and on the farm, especially for young children.

MMCRU FFA
This project addressed rural roadway visibility, especially for youth 
traveling on bicycles. Youth planned and delivered presentations at 
their annual Ag Safety Day held in May. Resources from ISUEO were 
used to ensure safety tips were backed by experts and applicable to 
youth living and working on farms, and in rural communities. 
Participants received bike light packs, reflective gear, and were 
entered into a raffle to win a bike helmet. The biggest impact came 
from the “Blind Spot Demo”, where youth were put in different 
scenarios to see firsthand how they can vanish from a driver’s view 
without proper lighting.

North Scott FFA
This project focuses on animal safety practices. Students will 
collaborate with local veterinary clinics to learn best practices in 
animal behavior, bite prevention, and safe human-animal interaction. 
The goal of this project is to improve animal safety awareness among 
elementary students by delivering a youth-led, research-based 
educational program. The most impactful and innovative component 
of this project is the combination of real-world, hands-on learning and 
sustained classroom resources. This experience will help students 
recognize animal warning signs such as fear, stress, or aggression, 
which are critical to preventing animal bites.

The MMCRU FFA provided bike light 
packs and reflective gear to participants 
at their rural roadway visibility project. 

Visit www.i-cash.org for more information on the I-CASH Agricultural Youth Grants.

https://icash.public-health.uiowa.edu/programs/agricultural-youth-grants/
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From the Field: Farmers Share Their Biggest Concerns
by Marsha Cheyney, GPCAH Evaluation and Outreach Coordinator

The Great Plains Center recently completed its mid-cycle regional needs assessment, surveying 
nearly 250 farmers at the Farm Progress Show, Minnesota Farmfest, and Western Farm Show. 
Farmers shared their top health, safety, and stress concerns, and clear themes emerged.

Equipment and transportation risks were the most frequently cited, especially entanglements, 
injuries from maintaining large machinery, and rollovers involving tractors and ATVs. Health 
concerns were also prominent, including chronic conditions, respiratory issues, hearing and 
vision loss, and mental health. The handling and use of agricultural chemicals rounded out the 
top concerns.

When it comes to stress, finances led the way, driven by volatile markets and rising input costs. 
Farmers also pointed to family responsibilities, workload, and weather as major stressors. Many 
cope by talking with others who understand, finding distractions, or leaning on their faith 
communities. Still, some felt their stress was simply unavoidable.

The Great Plains Center for Agricultural Health, one of 11 CDC-funded regional programs, is 
working to address these challenges by providing resources to reduce risks and support farmer 
well-being.

Learn more about injury prevention and available resources at gpcah.org under “Resources.”

Abstracts for breakout sessions are due August 10. 
Breakout sessions include both individual presentations 
and roundtables. The deadline for poster abstracts is 
October 10. Topics related to women in agriculture 
will be happily considered, as will the whole spectrum 
of emerging issues, current research and promising 
outreach and interventions. Visit the MRASH Conference 
page to submit your abstract.

Hotel Millwright provided us with excellent food and facilities last year and we are looking forward to 
more of the same this year. Conference rate for rooms is the same as last year - $119 plus taxes and 
fees. Conference registration will be $200 with a discounted rate for farmers and students. Registration 
will be available by mid-September. Watch the conference webpage for updated details on the 
conference program and activities.

We are grateful to our sponsors and exhibitors who share resources and information with conference 
participants, and who make it possible for us to offer the discounted rate to keep our registration fee 
as low as possible. If your organization is interested in becoming a sponsor or exhibitor, information is 
available on the conference webpage or you can contact Gayle Olson (gayle-olson@uiowa.edu)

Whether you join us as a sponsor, exhibitor, presenter, or attendee, we look forward to seeing you at 
MRASH 2026!

MRASH continued from page 3

mailto:gayle-olson@uiowa.edu
https://icash.public-health.uiowa.edu/2026-mrash-conference/
https://icash.public-health.uiowa.edu/2026-mrash-conference/
https://icash.public-health.uiowa.edu/2026-mrash-conference/
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/


GPCAH Brings Tick Bite Prevention to Montezuma Ag Safety Day
by Marsha Cheyney, GPCAH Evaluation and Outreach Coordinator

GPCAH kicked off its 2026 in-person outreach season 
being “ticked off” at the Montezuma Ag Safety Day in 
Montezuma, IA, reaching nearly 350 elementary and 
middle school students with an important message 
about tick bite prevention. 

Leading the effort, Marsha Cheyney delivered an 
interactive 10-minute “Tick Talk” to the students with 
the help of a large, bright red wood tick, with many 
guessing it was a beetle or even a cockroach. The 
middle schoolers wasted no time reacting with a 
familiar, “I hate ticks!”

Through engaging discussion and hands-on visuals, 
students learned about the types of ticks found in 
Iowa, where they live, and why awareness matters. 
The session focused on empowering students with 
practical, easy-to-remember 
prevention strategies. Using a 
“Flat Farmer” demonstration, 
students saw firsthand how to 
dress for protection: wear long 
sleeves, tuck pants into socks, 
and choose closed-toe shoes. 

Prevention tips didn’t stop 
there. Students also learned the       
importance of:

•	 Using insect repellents  
containing DEET

•	 Wearing permethrin-   
treated clothing and gear

•	 Staying on clear paths 
and avoiding tall grass

•	 Showering within two 
hours after outdoor          
activities/coming inside

•	 Drying clothes on high 
heat for 20-30 minutes 
(to kill hidden ticks).

The session also tackled 
common myths about ticks. 
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Marsha Cheyney, GPCAH Evaluation and Outreach 
Coordinator, with students at the Montezuma Ag Safety Day.



Agricultural Safety and Health Students at Recent Events
On March 19, 2026, Gift Udoh and Coy Mills, students from the 
University of Iowa's Agricultural Safety and Health program, 
participated in a community educational event in West Liberty, 
IA. Working with the Liberty Clover Kids 4-H group, Coy and Gift 
instructed a group of K-3rd grade students on personal 
protective equipment (PPE) using the "Flat Farmers" interactive 
activity from the Great Plains Center for Agricultural Health. 
An additional activity for this group of children included using 
"Hazard Maps" to illustrate hazardous activities on the farm. 
This activity was followed by information on ways to stay safe 
during farm tasks.

Gift and Coy continued with the use of the "Flat Farmers" 
activity by participating in The University of Iowa's Alumni Day 
event held April 18, 2026, where they had the opportunity to 
discuss agricultural safety with alumni, their families, and other 
community members." 

Younger students were relieved to learn ticks don’t drain dangerous amounts of blood 
and that not every bite leads to illness. Older students updated their knowledge on safe 
tick removal, moving beyond outdated methods like matches or petroleum jelly. 
A crowd favorite? Discovering that ticks can’t jump or fly!

To reinforce learning beyond the event, every student went home with a tick removal 
kit, generously provided by the Marshfield Clinic Research Institute. Each kit included 
tweezers, a magnifying glass, a tick ID card, antiseptic wipes, Band-Aids, a collection 
bag, and easy-to-follow instructions—plus a fun sticker to top it off.

By combining science, hands-on learning, and take-home tools, GPCAH is helping build a 
generation that’s informed, confident, and prepared to stay safe outdoors.

Tick bite prevention continued from page 8
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Coy Mills, Gift Udoh, and Ernesto Mendez at the University of 
Iowa’s Alumni Day. 

National Farm Safety & Health Week - September 21-25, 2026
National Farm Safety & Health Week is held each year during the third week of 
September; the 2026 theme is Safety Today, Success Tomorrow. Each day of the week 
has its own focus: 

•	 Monday, September 21, 2026 - Equipment and Rural Roadway Safety
•	 Tuesday, September 22, 2026 - Health and Wellness
•	 Wednesday, September 23, 2026 - Generations of Farming
•	 Thursday, September 24, 2026 - Confined Spaces
•	 Friday, September 25, 2026 - Cancer Prevention 

For additional information, visit the National Education Center for Agricultural Safety website. 

https://www.necasag.org/nationalfarmsafetyandhealthweek/
https://www.necasag.org/nationalfarmsafetyandhealthweek/
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Since 2022, he has been developing instrumentation and methods to help answer a common question we hear 
at outreach events when discussing the relationship between tractor seat vibration and back pain: “When do 
I need to change the seat in my tractor?” We are all looking forward to better understanding how to measure 
tractor performance to minimize back pain from long hours behind the wheel.

On a personal note, I have truly enjoyed sharing GPCAH activities supported by NIOSH funding. Our mission 
remains to prevent agricultural injury and illness and to improve the safety and health of our agricultural 
communities. Sharing what we have learned through the Alive and Well Newsletter and our other outlets has 
helped us fulfill that mission. I know you are in great hands with Nate Fethke as the Center continues its work 
to improve the health and safety of farmers across the Great Plains.

Dr. Renée Anthony directs the GPCAH, housed in the Department of Occupational and Environmental Health of the College of Public Health. 
She can be reached at 319/335-4429 (renee-anthony@uiowa.edu).

Director’s Message continued from page 2 

From Tractors to Ticks: Dive into 5 New FarmSafe Podcast Episodes
by Elizabeth Ritchie, MPH, Director of Outreach and Research Assistant

The FarmSafe Podcast has released five new podcast episodes covering timely agricultural health and safety 
topics impacting farmers, families, and rural communities across the Midwest. This series explores critical 
issues, ranging from tractor rollover prevention and youth agricultural safety to the growing threat of tick-
borne diseases.

Listeners can learn practical strategies for preventing tractor rollovers in “The Tipping Point: Understanding 
Tractor Stability,” featuring agricultural safety expert Aaron Yoder. Another episode highlights the updated 2025 
National Action Plan for Childhood Agricultural Safety, where Andrea Swenson, director of the National Chil-
dren’s Center for Rural and Agricultural Health and Safety, discusses emerging risks facing youth in agriculture.

The series also includes a two-part 
discussion on the rise of tick-borne 
diseases among Midwest farmers 
with Dr. Kathryn Dalton (University of 
Iowa College of Public Health), 
covering both growing risks and 
practical prevention strategies. 
Finally, “Herd Health and Alpha-Gal: 
Managing Ticks on Midwest Farms” 
examines the expanding impact of 
ticks on livestock and rural 
communities with insights from Grant 
Dewell of Iowa State University and 
State of Iowa Public Health 
Veterinarian Andrew Hennenfent.

Be sure to stay tuned for the final 
episode drop of Season 5, featuring 
five additional new episodes, 
released at the end of July.

mailto:renee-anthony@uiowa.edu
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/farmsafe/
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/the-tipping-point-understanding-tractor-stability/
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/the-tipping-point-understanding-tractor-stability/
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/protecting-youth-in-agriculture/
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/protecting-youth-in-agriculture/
https://www.marshfieldresearch.org/nccrahs
https://www.marshfieldresearch.org/nccrahs
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/ticks-on-the-rise-part-1/
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/ticks-on-the-rise-part-2/
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/herd-health-and-alpha-gal/


Unlock GPCAH Resources in Just a Few Clicks
by Jenn Patterson, MLitt, GPCAH Center Coordinator 

Looking for GPCAH resources? We’ve made it easier than ever.

The GPCAH Resource Library is your one-stop hub for exploring and downloading 
all publicly available GPCAH materials, including posters, flyers, kits, podcasts, 
newsletters, demonstrations, and videos. Everything is now organized in one 
convenient place, saving you time and effort.

No more searching through multiple webpages or trying to find a specific topic page. The Resource Library lets 
you quickly search by topic, format, language, intended audience, and key words to instantly access a full list of 
relevant materials. Whether you’re looking for resources for farmers, health care providers, students, or 
community members, you’ll find a wide range of useful tools all in one spot.

Best of all, the Resource Library is free and open to everyone, from producers and Extension professionals to 
educators, students, and media.

Start exploring our complete catalog our outreach materials here:
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/resource-library/
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Because farms often rely on family labor rather than 
formal safety oversight, caregivers play a critical role in 
identifying risks and making adjustments. Experts 
recommend practical steps such as reassessing job tasks, 
limiting solo work, improving visibility and walkways, and 
maintaining open conversations about changing abilities.

To help address these challenges, the Farm Families Coping 
with Dementia (FFCD) program offers free, online 
education for caregivers. This four-week series covers 
dementia basics, farm safety, communication strategies, 
and ways to reduce injury risks.

Upcoming FFCD Sessions:
•	 Morning sessions: Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 

(June 24–July 15)
•	 Evening sessions: Tuesdays at 6 p.m. 

(June 23–July 14)
•	 Format: Online

For more information or to register, contact:
•	 Kanika Arora: kanika-arora@uiowa.edu 
•	 Julie Bobitt: jbobitt@uic.edu

New Findings Raise Concern continued from page 1 
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Don’t Miss Out: GPCAH Pilot Grant Applications Due June 8 
Jenn Patterson, MLitt, GPCAH Center Coordinator

The Great Plains Center for Agricultural 
Health Pilot Grant Program is still 
accepting applications for academic and 
community-based track funding until June 
8, 2026. Each project may be funded at 
up to $30,000 (direct costs). We support 
research projects that address 
occupational hazards relevant to farmers 
and farm workers in our nine-state region 
(IA, IL, IN, KS, NE, MO, MN, OH, & WI). 

Proposals addressing mental health, 
chemical safety, equipment/tool safety, 
and prevention of slips, trips, and falls are 
especially encouraged in the 2026 
application cycle. However, any topic 
of relevance to the GPCAH mission and/or NIOSH priority goals for the Agriculture, Forestry, and Fishing 
industry sector is welcome. Learn more and apply at https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/gpcah-pilot-
grant-program/
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Protecting Kids on the Farm: Updated National Action Plan
Mandy Archer, BA, GPCAH Outreach Specialist

Farming has long been a place where children learn responsibility, team-
work, and the value of hard work, lessons that last a lifetime. But farms 
can also expose young people to serious hazards.

Agriculture remains one of the most dangerous industries, with young 
workers facing a fatal injury risk three times higher than the national 
average. A child dies in a farm-related incident about every three days, 
and dozens more are seriously injured each day.

Machinery and vehicles like tractors, skid steers, ATVs, and UTVs remain 
some of the biggest risks. And importantly, most injured children aren’t 
working at the time; nearly two-thirds are bystanders who are simply 
nearby when something goes wrong.

To help address these risks, the National Children’s Center for Rural and 
Agricultural Health and Safety released an updated framework, 
Safeguarding Children in Agriculture: A National Action Plan 2025. The plan highlights both the human and 
financial toll of these injuries, which reached an estimated $2.29 billion in 2024 alone.

Want to learn more? Check out the full Safety Watch article here:
https://agupdate.com/illinoisfarmertoday/news/article_06afc376-0fd9-46a4-aaf3-8f6ddb4eef3e.html

Graphic courtesy of FarmSafe Podcast

https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/gpcah-pilot-grant-program/
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/gpcah-pilot-grant-program/
https://agupdate.com/illinoisfarmertoday/news/article_06afc376-0fd9-46a4-aaf3-8f6ddb4eef3e.html
https://www.marshfieldresearch.org/nccrahs
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/about/mission/
https://www.cdc.gov/nora/councils/agff.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nora/councils/agff.html
https://gpcah.public-health.uiowa.edu/gpcah-pilot-grant-program/


The Midwest Rural Agricultural Safety 
and Health Conference (MRASH) will be held at the 
Hotel Millwright in Amana, IA.  
Visit the conference website for details. 
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any other classification that deprives the person of consideration as an individual. The university also affirms its commitment to providing equal opportunities and 
equal access to  university facilities. For additional information on nondiscrimination policies, contact the Director, Office of Equal Opportunity and Diversity, the 
University of Iowa, 202 Jessup Hall, Iowa City, IA 52242-1316, 319-335-0705 (voice), 319-335-0697 (TDD), diversity@uiowa.edu.

NEWS AND UPDATES
Upcoming Events

June 15-18
Safety and Health in Agricultural 
and Rural Populations (SHARP)
Symposium 
Saskatoon, SK, Canada

July 7-10
Agricultural Health and Safety Course 
for Medical and Safety Professionals
Omaha, NE

July 8-12
National Association of County 
Agriculture Agents Annual Meeting
Denver, CO

July 12-15
ASABE Annual International Meeting
Indianapolis, IN

August 4-6
Minnesota FarmFest
Redwood County, MN

August 5-6
Iowa Women in Agriculture Conference
Ankeny, IA

September 1-3
Farm Progress Show
Boone, IA

September 15-17
Husker Harvest Days
Grand Island, NE

September 21-25
National Farm Safety & Health Week

October 21-24
National FFA Convention & Expo
Indianapolis, IN

November 11-13
Midwest Rural Agricultural Safety and 
Health (MRASH) Conference 
Amana, IA

13

MRASH Conference 
Women in Agriculture; Cultivating Leaders, 
Strengthening Communities, Inspiring Action

2026
Nov. 11-13

Amana 
Iowa

SAVE the DATE

From cattle grazing and cover crops to vegetables and habitat 
restoration, the Practical Farmers of Iowa (PFI) 2026 field 
day season will bring farmers together across the Midwest. 
This year, more than 60 farmer-led events will take place 
from June through November. Field days are free and open 
to anyone; membership in PFI is not required. In addition to 
farmers, non-farmers interested in agriculture, conservation 
or local food systems are encouraged to attend. The full list of 
field days is available at practicalfarmers.org/field-days.

I-CASH Seasonal Campaigns are distributed quarterly through 
all Iowa State University Extension and Outreach and Farm 
Service Agency county offices. The I-CASH Summer Seasonal 
Campaign will focus on Heat Illness Prevention. Stop by your 
county offices in July to pick up a cooling towel and resources 
to help you stay safe this summer. Limited quantities of items 
from past campaigns are available, and all resources on the   
I-CASH website are free to print.
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